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Democracy, which destroys or obscures almost all
the old conventional rules of society, and which
prevents men from readily assenting to new ones
entirely effaces most of the feelings to which these
conventional rules have given rise; but it only
modifies some others, and frequently imparts to them4
a degree of energy and sweetness unknown before.
Perhaps it is not impossible to condense into a single
proposition the whole meaning of this chapter, and
of several others that preceded it. Democracy
loosens social ties, but it draws the ties of Nature
more tight; it brings kindred more closely together,
while it places the various members of the com-
munity more widely apart.
No free communities ever existed without morals;
and, as I observed in the former part of this work,
morals are the work of woman. Consequently, what-
ever affects the condition of women, their habits, and
their opinions, has great political importance in my
eyes. Among almost all Protestant nations young
women are far more the mistresses of their own
actions than they are in Catholic countries. This
independence is still greater in Protestant countries
like England, which have retained or acquired the
right of self-government; the spirit of freedom is then
infused into the domestic circle by political habits
and by religious opinions. In the United States the
doctrines of Protestantism are combined with great
political freedom and a most democratic state of
society ; and nowhere are young women surrendered
so early or so completely to their own guidance. Long
before an American girl arrives at the age of marriage^.
her emancipation from maternal control begins: she
has scarcely ceased to be a child when she already
thinks for herself, speaks with freedom, and acts on
her own impulse. The great scene of the world is